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657—21.1 (124,155A) Definitions. For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

“Application service provider” means an entity that sells electronic prescription or pharmacy
prescription applications as a hosted service where the entity controls access to the application and
maintains the software and records on its servers.

“DEA” means the U.S. Department of Justice, Drug Enforcement Administration.

“Electronically prepared prescription” means a prescription that is generated utilizing an electronic
prescription application.

“Electronic prescription” means an electronically prepared prescription that is authorized and
transmitted from the prescriber to the pharmacy by means of electronic transmission.

“Electronic prescription application” means software that is used to create electronic prescriptions
and that is intended to be installed on a prescriber’s computers and servers where access and records are
controlled by the prescriber.

“Electronic signature” means a confidential personalized digital key, code, number, or other
method used for secure electronic data transmissions which identifies a particular person as the source
of the message, authenticates the signatory of the message, and indicates the person’s approval of the
information contained in the transmission.

“Electronic transmission” means the transmission of an electronic prescription, formatted as an
electronic data file, from a prescriber’s electronic prescription application to a pharmacy’s computer,
where the data file is imported into the pharmacy prescription application.

“Facsimile transmission” or “fax transmission” means the transmission of a digital image of a
prescription from the prescriber or the prescriber’s agent to the pharmacy. “Facsimile transmission”
includes but is not limited to transmission of a written prescription between the prescriber’s fax machine
and the pharmacy’s fax machine; transmission of an electronically prepared prescription from the
prescriber’s electronic prescription application to the pharmacy’s fax machine, computer, or printer;
or transmission of an electronically prepared prescription from the prescriber’s fax machine to the
pharmacy’s fax machine, computer, or printer.

“Intermediary” means any technology system that receives and transmits an electronic prescription
between the prescriber and the pharmacy.

“Pharmacy prescription application” means software that is used to process prescription
information, is installed on a pharmacy’s computers or servers, and is controlled by the pharmacy.

“Prescription drug order” or “prescription” means a lawful order of a practitioner for a
drug or device for a specific patient that is communicated to a pharmacy, regardless of whether the
communication is oral, electronic, facsimile, or in printed form.

“Readily retrievable” means that records kept by automatic data processing applications or other
electronic or mechanized record-keeping systems can be separated out from all other records within a
reasonable time not to exceed 48 hours of a request from the board or other authorized agent or that
hard-copy records are kept on which certain items are asterisked, redlined, or in some other manner
visually identifiable apart from other items appearing on the records.
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“Written prescription” means a prescription that is created on paper, a prescription that is
electronically prepared and printed, or a prescription that is electronically prepared and transmitted from
the prescriber’s electronic device to a pharmacy via facsimile. A written prescription for a controlled
substance shall be manually signed by the prescriber in compliance with federal and state laws, rules,
and regulations.
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